Epistle forcing the Jews [to admit their error]

with regard to what they contend about the Torah,
by dialectical reasoning (Risalat ilzam al-yahiud
fima za‘ami fi -tawrat min qibal ilm al-kalam)

by al-Salam “Abd al-‘Allam.

A critical edition’

Sabine Schmidike

The Fatih Collection (now held in the Siileymaniye Library in Istanbul) holds a
manuscript of a tract entitled Risalat ilzam al-yahid fima za‘ami fi I-tawrat min qi-
bal “tlm al-kalam by one al-Salam ‘Abd al-‘Allam. The introduction of this tract
contains a conversion account in the course of which the author refers to Ba-
yazid II (reigned 886/1481-918/1512) as the sultan ruling at the time of composi-
tion. The tract thus falls within a period in which a number of polemics against
Judaism are known to have been composed by Ottoman Muslim authors. Men-
tion should be made in particular of an epistle against Judaism by the prolific
Ottoman scholar Ahmad b. Mustafa Tashkubrizade (d. 968/1561)* and al-Riséla

1

The present edition is part of a larger project involving the edition, translation and analysis
of a number of polemical treatises by Ottoman authors against Judaism; see Camilla
Adang, Ilker Evrim Binbasg, Judith Pfeiffer, Sabine Schmidtke, Ottoman Intellectuals on Juda-
ism: A Collection of Texts from the Early Modern Period (forthcoming). The present writer ex-
presses her gratitude to Nevzat Kaya, the former Director of the Siileymaniye Library (Is-
tanbul) and his staff for granting access to the manuscript and for permission to publish
the edition. The acquisition of a copy of the manuscript and the research for this article
was supported by a grant from the Gerda-Henkel Foundation. Thanks are also due to
Camilla Adang, Wilferd Madelung and Judith Pfeiffer for helpful remarks on an earlier
draft of the edition. — For a translation of this tract into English together with a brief
analysis, see Camilla Adang, “A Polemic against Judaism by a Convert to Islam from the
Ottoman Period: Risalat llzam al-Yahid fima za‘ami fi I-Tawrat min qibal ilm al-kalam,” Jour-
nal Asiatique 297 i (2009), pp. 131-51; see also Joseph Sadan, “A Convert in the Service of
Ottoman Scholars Writing a Polemic in the Fifteenth-Sixteenth Centuries” [Hebrew],
Pe‘amim 42 (winter 1990), pp. 91-104, and idem, “Naiveté, verses of Holy Writ, and pole-
mics: Phonemes and sounds as criteria: Biblical verses submitted to Muslim scholars by a
converted Jew in the reign of Sultan Bayazid (Beyazit) II (1481-1512),” in O ye Gentlemen.
Arabic Studies on Science and Literary Culture in Honour of Remke Kruk, eds. Arnoud Vrolijk
and Jan P. Hogendijk, Leiden 2007, pp. 495-510.

For an editio princeps of the tract with an annotated translation, see Sabine Schmidtke &
Camilla Adang, “Ahmad b. Mustafa Tashkubrizade’s (d. 968/1561) Polemical Tract Against
Judaism,” AE-Qantara 29 (2008), pp. 79-113, 537-539.
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al-Hadiya by a certain ‘Abd al-Salam al-Muhtadi al-Muhammadi®, both of which
were evidently more popular than the text that is dealt with here.

The following editio princeps al-Salam ‘Abd al-‘Allam’s tract is based on the
single extant manuscript of the text, MS Fatih 2994 (22 ff, 9 lines to a page)
which is undated. It is unclear therefore whether it is an autograph or a later
copy of the text. The orthography has been silently modernized, e.g., 3. for
}La The various abbreviations used in most of the manuscrlpts such as ¢ for Jls,
. tfor St ade, L) /Lforjm\ﬁal /JbUa for Jewe, )l for Laa\ b for Jbl
were not spec1ﬁcally mentioned in the footndtes. In addition to the Arabic trans-
lations of the Biblical quotations in Arabic transliteration that is part of the text,
a later reader of the manuscript has added interlinear translations and explana-
tions to some the Hebrew words. These are mentioned in the footnotes.
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3 For an editio princeps of this tract, see my “The Rightly Guiding Epistle (al-Risala al-Hadiya) by

‘Abd al-Salam al-Muhtadi al-Muhammadi. A Critical Edition,” Jerusalem Studies in Arabic
and Islam 36 (2009) [in press].
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