
Opening Credits

The seven years of research for this book benefited from the support of a
remarkable number of people, to whom I wish to express my appreciation.
I am profoundly grateful for:

My habilitation committee at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität in
Munich/DE, composed of Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati (chair), Ulrich Schwab,
Robert Yelle and the external evaluator Mia Lövheim. In committing to
this duty, they donated a very valuable and finite commodity – their per-
sonal time.

The research group Media and Religion, a vital network of not only in-
estimable learning but also steadfast friendships. Natalie Fritz, Anna-
Katharina Höpflinger, Stefanie Knauss, Michael Ulrich, and Paola von
Wyss-Giacosa provided substantial support as I was writing. The publica-
tion process has been accompanied by the patient and capable Beate Bern-
stein from the publication house NOMOS and the incredibly gifted editor
and linguistic adviser Rona Johnston.

Two scholarships, a Marie Heim-Vögtlin grant from the Swiss National
Science Foundation (SNSF), which also co-funded this publication, and a
grant from the Bayerische Gleichstellungsförderung of the Ludwig-Maxim-
ilians-Universität. This financial support was vital, and the academic ac-
knowledgement these scholarships represented was highly motivating.

The research for this project was an opportunity for me to spend time at
a number universities and departments, where I was welcomed by several
academic hosts: Charles Musser at Yale University in New Haven/US (Film
Studies Program), Jürgen Mohn at the Universität Basel/CH (Science of
Religion), Heather Hendershot and Edward Schiappa at the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology in Cambridge/US (Comparative Media Studies),
David Holland at Harvard University in Cambridge/US (Divinity School),
and Daria Pezzoli-Olgiati at the Ludwig-Maximilians-Universität in Mu-
nich/DE (Evangelisch-Theologische Fakultät). The opportunity to collab-
orate with María Teresa Soto Sanfiel (Departament de Comunicació,
Audiovisual i Publicitat, Universitat Autònoma de Barcelona) was academ-
ically invigorating and also produced a prized friendship.

My family showed great patience and understanding as hour after hour
was given over to this research, even seven days a week. My three children,
David, Zoë and Levin, had good reason to ask what exactly I was working
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on, a question that gave me useful pause for thought. My family accompa-
nied me in different constellations on two research stays in the United
States. And above all, this adventure was only possible because of the sup-
port of my beloved husband, Markus Hofmann, who cares for our family
in so many ways and to whom I wish to express my deepest gratefulness.
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