Abstract

The period from 1948 to 1955 was crucial for West Germany's attempts to
regain her sovereignty and to achieve her integration into the West. During
that time the three zones placed under the Supreme Authority of the West-
ern Allies gradually progressed to becoming a (quasi) sovereign state and
a full member of NATO.

Wilhelm Grewe, a German professor of international law, was one of
those who at a very early stage pleaded for a Statute of Occupation (in
1948, he published Ein Besatzungsstatut fiir Deutschland) in order to cre-
ate a legal framework for the relations between the Allies and Germany.

In 1951 Konrad Adenauer appointed him Head of delegation for the
negotiation of the General Treaty on Germany (“Deutschlandvertrag”).
With his legal expertise and his political pragmatism Wilhelm Grewe tried
to fulfill the Chancellor’s objectives. The negotiations focused on German
sovereignty, supreme authority, the reserved rights of the Allies and a
security guarantee for the Federal Republic. This treaty, which was cou-
pled with the EDC, was signed in May 1952.

The ratification of both treaties gave rise to stormy debates in the “Bun-
destag”, concentrating especially on the questions of German reunification
and rearmament. Grewe was then entrusted with the legal defence of the
treaties vis-a-vis Parliament and the Constitutional Court.

He was again called to play an important role when the General Treaty
had to be renegotiated after the EDC had failed. In May 1955 a revised
“Deutschlandvertrag” entered into force, the Statute of Occupation was
abolished and the Federal Republic of Germany became a member of
NATO and of the WEU.
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