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Preface

This book is a revised and updated version of my doctoral thesis which I
defended at the Faculty of Law of the University of Göttingen in October
2020.

I would like to thank my academic teacher and the supervisor of this
thesis, Professor Andreas Paulus, former Justice of the Federal Constitutional
Court, for his constant support, encouragement and academic guidance. He
has influenced my thinking about international law in many ways. He also
directed my attention to the topic of this thesis.

I would like to thank Professor Peter-Tobias Stoll for providing the second
review and Professor Frank Schorkopf for chairing the oral examination. I
am grateful for the insightful comments and suggestions I received in the
two written reviews and during the defense of the thesis.

I am also grateful to the whole community at the Göttingen Institute
of International and European Law for creating a great atmosphere and
an inspiring research environment; in particular, I thank the team of the
Institute’s library.

Outside Göttingen, I am grateful for stimulating discussions on interna-
tional legal scholarship with my classmates and professors during my LL.M.
year at New York University. I thank Professor Georg Nolte, now Judge
at the International Court of Justice, for accepting me as an intern during
the sixty-sixth ILC session and for the insights into the work of the ILC. I
thank Professor Mads Andenæs for inviting me to participate in workshops
in Geneva and Paris dedicated to the sources of international law and in par-
ticular general principles of law. I thank the participants of both workshops
and the organizers and participants of the 2016 ESIL Research Forum in
Istanbul. I am grateful for all the comments, feedback, inspirations and for
the exchange of views on international law and its sources.

Professor Armin von Bogdandy and Professor Anne Peters accepted this
book into the prestigious Beiträge zum ausländischen öffentlichen Recht und
Völkerrecht series of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Public Law
and International Law in Heidelberg, for which I am much obliged.

I gratefully acknowledge the financial support received for my doctoral
research from the Studienstiftung des deutschen Volkes. The Niedersachsen-
Konsortium generously supported the publication of this book. The doctoral
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dissertation underlying this book received the Faculty Prize of the Juristische
Gesellschaft zu Kassel in the winter term 2020/2021.

Finally, I would like to thank my friends and I would like to thank my
family. My deepest gratitude goes to my parents for their patience and their
continuous, unconditional and generous support.

Göttingen, September 2023
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