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Preface

The present thesis was accepted as inaugural dissertation at the Faculty of 
Law of LMU Munich on 8 December 2020. With the permission of the 
Faculty, parts of this thesis were slightly abridged and updated prior to 
publication.

A doctoral thesis is never written alone. Of all the people who accompa
nied me on this long journey, I am most grateful to my doctoral supervisor 
Professor Christian Walter: Not only did he inspire and encourage me to 
pursue this work in the first place, but he also offered invaluable, timely 
and kind support during the research and writing of this thesis. Most 
importantly, he was always open to listen to my struggles and ideas and in 
turn responded with profound criticism and thoughtful advice.

I also wish to thank Professor Martin Burgi for providing a speedy and 
favourable second examiner’s report. Further, I am indebted to Professor 
Jens Kersten for serving as examiner during a particularly lively oral exami
nation.

Many of the ideas and inspirations contained in this work are the 
fruits of discussions at the LMU Chair of Public International Law and 
Public Law and for that I would like to express my gratitude to my 
colleagues at the Chair. At various times, I worked with, among others, 
Maria Monnheimer, Stefan Herrmann, Markus Vordermayer-Riemer, Ste
fan Schäferling, Charlotte Mölter, Cathrine Crämer and Philip Nedelcu. 
Thanks are also due to the other academic and administrative staff at the 
Faculty of Law with whom I had the pleasure of working with over the 
years.

Furthermore, I wish to thank Professor Anne Peters and Professor 
Armin von Bogdandy of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative Pub
lic Law and International Law for including this work into the book 
series ‘Contributions on Comparative Public Law and International Law’. 
I couldn’t have asked for a more appropriate place to publish this thesis.

This research has been generously supported by the Stiftung der 
Deutschen Wirtschaft (sdw, Foundation of German Business). The publi
cation is funded by the Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft (DFG, German 
Research Foundation). I am grateful for the support provided by both 
organisations. I also wish to thank the anonymous reviewer for the 
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Deutsche Forschungsgemeinschaft, who offered constructive comments and 
suggestions.

I am deeply grateful to my parents and my brother Enno who have 
continuously encouraged and supported me in this endeavour.

But above all, Nicole: This work has been a journey for me as much as 
it has been for you and if I have learned one thing during this time, then 
it is that you are an infinitely better person than me. Nothing that I could 
write here would do justice to your patience, trust and sacrifice. Thank 
you.

Spring 2022 Kevin Li
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