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Preface

The contributions to this book are based on presentations at a two-day
conference held at the Max Planck Institute for Social Law and Social Poli-
cy in Munich on 12 and 13 December 2019. The revised papers consist of
five “general” contributions and nine “case studies” covering Belgium,
Italy, the United Kingdom, the Netherlands, Denmark, Sweden, Spain,
France and Estonia.

We would like to thank the authors for taking part in our project and
their great commitment. Our meeting in Munich was not only a very fruit-
ful but also a very enjoyable event. We look back to it now with even more
fond memories, in times in which Europe is caught in the midst of a
raging pandemic and measures like lockdowns and travel restrictions are
making personal encounters impossible.

We would particularly like to thank Fritz Thyssen Stiftung for their gen-
erous financial support of our conference. We are also grateful for the help
from many colleagues at our Institute with various matters regarding orga-
nisation and publication. Last but not least, we would like to thank
Christina McAllister for her proofreading and corrections.

Munich, November 2020 Ulrich Becker
 Olga Chesalina
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