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Foreword

This book was submitted as a PhD dissertation to the University of Ham-
burg in December 2019. It was defended by me in the Summer of the
following year. The manuscript takes account of the law as of December
2019, so that the discussion is based on the law previous to the coming
into force of the reform of the Japanese civil code (Minpō) on 1 April
2020. Nevertheless, the new Japanese rules pertinent to the formation of
contracts are included in the analysis.

This comparative study was elaborated during my time as a Research
Associate in the Japan Unit of the Max Planck Institute for Comparative
and International Private Law in Hamburg, Germany. I am deeply grate-
ful to Professor Dr Harald Baum, who supervised my PhD dissertation
patiently and offered his kind guidance and numerous helpful suggestions
during this time. I also thank my former colleagues for their support and
constructive criticism and the whole staff of the Max Planck Institute for
their support in a multitude of matters. Furthermore, I am obliged to
Professor Dr Peter Mankowski, who acted as second examiner of my PhD
dissertation.

The pertinent part of my research on Japanese law was conducted in
2015/2016 during my one-year research stay at the University of Kyōto
in Japan. This would not have been possible without the generous fund-
ing of the Japan Society for the Promotion of Science through the JSPS
Postdoctoral Fellowship (short term) for North American and European
Researchers (FY 2015, PE 15768). In a similar manner, the publication
of my PhD dissertation could not have been realised without the kind
support of the Studienstiftung ius vivum. The author is immensely grateful
for this funding.

My search for answers was greatly enriched through many discussions.
In particular, I would like to express my gratitude to my host, Professor Dr
Keizō Yamamoto, for his kind support, as well as for allowing me to par-
ticipate in his classes and to contribute to his project to translate the modi-
fied provisions of the Minpō into German (see Keizō Yamamoto, Hiroyuki
Kansaku, Gabriele Koziol et al, Übersetzung des novellierten Zivilgesetzes
2020 [Translation of the Reformed Civil Code 2020] 45 (2018) Zeitschrift
für Japanisches Recht / Journal of Japanese Law 183–305; Keizo Yamamo-
to and Gabriele Koziol (eds), Das Reformierte japanische Schuldrecht [The
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Reformed Japanese Law of Obligations] (Mohr Siebeck 2021) 177–363).
These and other group discussions were simply enlightening.

All the individual interviews that I have conducted were similarly stim-
ulating. I am indebted to all the people who kindly gave me some of
their time, in particular: Professor Yamamoto; Professor Kunihiro Nakata
(Ryūkoku University); Professor emeritus Dr Shōji Kawakami (Universi-
ty of Tōkyō); Professor Mika Yokoyama (University of Kyōto); and Mr
Ryōsuke Naka (Attorney at law, Kitahama Hōritsu Jimu-sho). It is through
these exchanges, in which much light was shed on the workings of
Japanese law, that my dissertation has been greatly enriched. My gratitude
goes to all the other people who cannot be named here but whose invalu-
able help is not forgotten.

My special thanks also go to my dear friends, who greatly encouraged
me along the way. Last — but not least — I am deeply grateful to my
husband and my parents for the vital support they have provided during
this process. I dedicate this work to you.

Bielefeld, January 2022 Dr. Anna Katharina Suzuki-Klasen

Foreword
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