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Preface

This volume is the result of the European Union project »Healthcare 
as a Public Space: Social Integration and Social Diversity in the 
Context of Access to Healthcare in Europe«, which has been conducted 
in years 2019–2022 within the framework of the Joint Research Pro
gramme »Public Spaces: Culture and Integration in Europe« funded 
by the Humanities in the European Research Area (HERA) network 
and the European Commission.

Healthcare is an excellent example of a public space that models 
the processes of social integration and social equity. In a general sense, 
healthcare can connect diverse groups of a society under the common 
idea of health and illness, but also lead to exclusion and segregation 
of social minorities. Within the framework of the project, research 
focused on the European normative frameworks concerning equal 
access to healthcare and their implementation in national healthcare 
systems and healthcare practice in four European countries: Croatia, 
Germany, Poland, and Slovenia.

Four research institutions at four European universities con
tributed to the realization of the project: the Institute of the History, 
Philosophy and Ethics of Medicine at Ulm University (Germany), 
the Institute of History of Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine of the 
University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), the Department of Social Sciences 
and Medical Humanities at the Faculty of Medicine of the University 
of Rijeka (Croatia), and the Center for Bioethics and Biolaw at the 
Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Warsaw (Poland).

Generous support of funding agencies allowed realization of the 
project and publication of this book. We are thankful to the Human
ities in the European Research Area (HERA) network together with 
the European Commission for approval and funding of the project. 
We also thank all national funding agencies: Croatian Academy 
of Sciences and Arts (Croatia), Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (Germany), National Science Centre (Poland), and Ministry 
of Education, Science and Sport (Slovenia) for financing and support 
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of the project during its whole duration. We are also grateful to all 
authors for contributing to this volume.

Ulm, Ljubljana, Warsaw and Rijeka

March 2023
Florian Steger, Mojca Ramšak,
Paweł Łuków and Amir Muzur
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