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Preface

This volume is the result of the European Union project »Healthcare 
as a Public Space: Social Integration and Social Diversity in the 
Context of Access to Healthcare in Europe«, which has been conducted 
in years 2019–2022 within the framework of the Joint Research Pro­
gramme »Public Spaces: Culture and Integration in Europe« funded 
by the Humanities in the European Research Area (HERA) network 
and the European Commission.

Healthcare is an excellent example of a public space that models 
the processes of social integration and social equity. In a general sense, 
healthcare can connect diverse groups of a society under the common 
idea of health and illness, but also lead to exclusion and segregation 
of social minorities. Within the framework of the project, research 
focused on the European normative frameworks concerning equal 
access to healthcare and their implementation in national healthcare 
systems and healthcare practice in four European countries: Croatia, 
Germany, Poland, and Slovenia.

Four research institutions at four European universities con­
tributed to the realization of the project: the Institute of the History, 
Philosophy and Ethics of Medicine at Ulm University (Germany), 
the Institute of History of Medicine at the Faculty of Medicine of the 
University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), the Department of Social Sciences 
and Medical Humanities at the Faculty of Medicine of the University 
of Rijeka (Croatia), and the Center for Bioethics and Biolaw at the 
Faculty of Philosophy of the University of Warsaw (Poland).

Generous support of funding agencies allowed realization of the 
project and publication of this book. We are thankful to the Human­
ities in the European Research Area (HERA) network together with 
the European Commission for approval and funding of the project. 
We also thank all national funding agencies: Croatian Academy 
of Sciences and Arts (Croatia), Federal Ministry of Education and 
Research (Germany), National Science Centre (Poland), and Ministry 
of Education, Science and Sport (Slovenia) for financing and support 
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of the project during its whole duration. We are also grateful to all 
authors for contributing to this volume.

Ulm, Ljubljana, Warsaw and Rijeka

March 2023
Florian Steger, Mojca Ramšak,
Paweł Łuków and Amir Muzur

8

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495997895-1, am 31.07.2024, 03:33:04
Open Access –  - https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/agb

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495997895-1
https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/agb


Content

Florian Steger, Mojca Ramšak, Paweł Łuków, Amir Muzur
Introduction . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 11

Vulnerable groups  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .I. 25

Julia Alessandra Harzheim
The role of Patient Autonomy and Informed Consent for 
equal access to healthcare: A conceptual inquiry of 
contemporary bioethical debate . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27

Nika Pavlović
Disparities in women’s access to reproductive healthcare 59

Gordana Šimunković, Ivana Borić
Exercise of children’s participatory rights in the healthcare 
system of the Republic of Croatia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 83

Ann Kristin Augst, Annika Spahn
»Doctors don’t listen to us or the things we need.« 
Experiences of heteronormative healthcare and its 
aftermath for LGBATIQ patients in Germany . . . . . . . . 111

Marta Lewandowska
Becoming a parent as a lesbian in Poland: an 
autoethnographic narrative . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 135

9

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495997895-1, am 31.07.2024, 03:33:04
Open Access –  - https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/agb

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495997895-1
https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/agb


Minorities  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .II. 153

Zümrüt Alpinar-Sencan
Provision of healthcare for culturally diverse populations: 
Insights from a qualitative study on dementia care with the 
members of the Turkish immigrant community in Germany 155

Dean Markić, Lada Zibar
Kidney transplantation in Jehovah’s Witnesses – the 
Croatian perspective . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 179

Suzana Kunac, Aleksandar Racz
Health status and access to the healthcare system of 
members of the Roma national minority in the Republic of 
Croatia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 193

Healthcare professionals  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .III. 213

Ewa Nowak, Anna-Maria Barciszewska, Karolina Napiwodzka
Diversity-sensitive healthcare delivery across Poland’s 
clinical landscapes . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 215

Bojana Filej, Mojca Poredoš, Boris Miha Kaučič
Educational needs of nurses in intensive therapy units to 
improve attitudes towards interculturally diverse patients in 
Slovenia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 241

Sanja Pleština, Sandra Karabatić
The importance of improving education of healthcare 
professionals on communication with minorities – 
experience with Roma in the Croatian healthcare system 253

Vanja Branica, Ivana Mošić Pražetina
Improving access to healthcare for minority groups: 
qualitative study with social workers in Croatia . . . . . . . 267

Addresses for correspondence . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 285

Content

10

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495997895-1, am 31.07.2024, 03:33:04
Open Access –  - https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/agb

https://doi.org/10.5771/9783495997895-1
https://www.nomos-elibrary.de/agb

