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FIDICR Ranganathan Award for Classifica
tion Research 
It is with great pleasure that FIDICR announces that 
Professor A. NEELAMEGHAN, of the Documentation 
Research and Training Center (DRTC), Indian Statistical 
Institute, Bangalore, India has been chosen to receive the 
FIDICR Ranganathan Award for Classification Research 
1992. Professor NEELAMEGHAN, who is presently 
teaching at the School of Information Studies for Africa, 
Addis Ababa University, Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, has 
been chosen for his distinguished contributions to classi
fication research and publications over the past several 
years. He is the 5th recipient of the Award and joins an 
eminent group of classification researchers, including 
Derek AUSTIN, Jean AITCHISON, Jack MILLS, Pauli
ne COCHRANE, previous recipients of the Award. 
Professor NEELAMEGHAN's most recent research is 
described in the following papers: 
- Concept categorization and knowledge organization in 
specialized databases: A case study. In: 
InLClassif.18(1991)No.2, p.92-97 
-Application of Ranganathan 's General Theory ofClas
sification in designing specialized databases. In: Libri 
42(1992)No.3, p.202-226 
- Ranganathan's generalised model of subject-structure 
and modes of formation of subjects. In: Cognitive Para
digms in Knowledge Organisation. Second International 
ISKO Conference, Madras 26-28 Aug.1992. Bangalore: 
Sarada Ranganathan Endowment for Library Science 
1992. p.269-285 
-Application of S.R.Ranganathan' s postulates and prin
ciples of the General Theory of Classification to database 
design and information retrieval. Paper presented at the 
Meeting of the Section on Classification and Indexing, 
IFLA Conference, Sept.2, 1992. 
The Award will be presented at the First Joint FIDICR
ISKO Meeting, Oct. 20, Madrid, in conjunction with the 
46th Conference and Congress of FID. In choosing Pro
fessor NEELAMEGHAN, the Award's SubcAlmmittee 
felt it very appropriate that in the Centenary Year of 
Ranganathan's birth the Award should be given to a 
distinguished Indian librarian and classification resear
cher who was a former student of Ranganathan. 
This Award, normally presented every two years establis
hed by the DRTC in 1974 is administered by FIDICR. It 
is being revived now after 6 years during which no award 
was made. It is intended that the Award be reinstated on 
a regular basis and a Subcommittee, whose members are: 
Ingetraut DAHLBERG (Germany), M.A. GOPINATH 
(India, representing DRTC), Ia McILW AINE (United 
Kingdom), Elaine SVENONWS (United States) and Nancy 
WILLIAMSON (Canada) will be working over the next 
two years and soliciting suggestions for a recipient for the 
1994 award. 
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ISCCR'91 Proceedings 
Classification Research for Knowledge Representation 
and Organization: Proceedings of the 5th International 
Study Conference on ClassifICation Research, edited by 
Nancy J. Williamson and Michele Hudon, was published 
in June 1992 by Elsevier Science Publishers. Conference 
participants' copies and pre-publication orders will be 

mailed to those individuals from FID in The Hague. 
Requests for review copies should be sent to the Chair of 
FIDICR at the Faculty of Library and Information Scien
ce, University of Toronto, 140 St.George Street, Toronto, 
M5S 1A1, Canada. 

Universal Decimal Classification 
The administrative and management operations of UDC 
have been restructured under a Consortium and work on 
revision is proceeding under the new structure. A new 
French Medium Edition ofUDC has recently been publis
hed. 
A research project has been developed to consider the 
possibilities for restructuring UDC for an im proved orga
nization oftopics and sub-topics and enhanced flexibility. 
A new "Guide to the Use of UDC", prepared by I.C. 
McILWAINE, is nearing completion. It will be published 
by FID and it is expected that it will be suitable for 
translation from English into other languages. 

IFLA 58th Conference 
IFLA celebrated the centenary of Ranganathan's birth 
and paid special tribute to the distinguished Indian libra
rian at its 58th Annual Conference, held in New Delhi, 
Aug.29-Sept.5, 1992. FIDICR member, Professor Eric de 
GROLIER presented the keynote address oftheconferen
ce on "Ranganathan 's Heritage andLibrarYIInformation 
Policy Perspectives" at the first plenary session follo
wing the official opening of the conference. As is typical 
of Professor de GROLIER, he attacked his subject with 
thoroughness and vigor, presenting a very comprehensive 
and analytical overview of S.R.Ranganathan and his 
contributions to all aspects of library and information 
science research and practice. 

IFLA Section on Classification and Indexing 
As is the Section's custom, its programme for the New 
Delhi conference included papers from librarians in the 
host country. Professor A. NEELAMEGHAN's paper on 
the "Application of S.R.Ranganathan 's Postulates and 
Principles of the General Theory of Knowledge Classifi
cation to Database Design and Information Retrieval" 
examined the application of Ranganathan's analytico
synthetic methodology to the structuring of knOWledge 
bases and object-oriented databases and to the organiza
tion of concepts in such databases. His paper discussed 
also the application of this methodology in the design of 
classification systems and vocabulary control in tools 
such as thesauri, in structured indexes, in providing brow
sing assistance to readers, in facet analysis of queries in 
online retrieval and as a basis for user friendliness in the 
retrieval interface. His presentation was very comprehen-
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sive and all encompassing of the application ofRangana
than's theories and principles to modern information 
storage and retrieval systems. 
A second paper by Dr. M.P. SATIJA, Guru Nanak Dev 
University, Amritsar, India, on "Classification andInde
xing in India: The State of the Art" described the back
ground for the development of modem classification and 
indexing in India, through the contributions of Rangana
than and the Colon Classification, the contributions ofthe 
Documentation Research and Training Centre (DRTC) 
since 1 %2 through the work of such scholars as A. 
Neelameghan, G. Bhattacharyya and M.A.Gopinath. This 
was followed by an overview of contributions to subject 
cataloguing with reference to such systems as POPSI and 
the Classaurus, to classification terminology and the 
practice of classification in India as reflected through the 
use ofthe Dewey Decimal, Colon, Universal Decimal and 
library of Congress Classifications. Contributions to 
classification through teaching, research, publication and 
professional conferences were also reviewed. In conclu
sion, Dr.SA TIJA called for em phasis to be placed on the 
role of classification in databases and national bibliogra
phic networks. 
A third presentation at the programme meeting of the 
Section on Classification and Indexing was a paper by 
Weroer STEPHAN (Germany) on the "Guidelines for 
Subject Authority and Reference Entries ". STEPHAN 
holds the Chair of a Working Group ofthe Section which 
has been working since 1988 on the preparation of guide
lines for subject authority work to be used as a companion 
to the "Guidelines for Name Authority and Reference 
Entries" prepared by the IFLA Section on Cataloguing 
and published by IFLA several years ago. STEPHAN 
explained the problems in arriving at consensus on guide
lines in the area of SUbject cataloguing where practices are 
very diversified internationally. The text of the proposed 
guidelines had been submitted for world wide review 
early in 1992 and STEPHAN's presentation evoked much 
discussion, and numerous questions and suggestions will 
aid the Working Group in finalizing the text of the 
Guidelines. The Guidelines are presently being revised as 
a result of comments from the world wide review and it is 
expected that the text will be presented for final approval 
at the 1993 IFLA Conference in Barcelona. If approved 
they will be published by IFLA shortly thereafter. 
During the New Delhi conference, the Section established 
tentative plans for a Satellite Meeting on "Subject Inde
xing Principles and Practices in the '90s" to be held in 
lisbon, Portuga� prior to the General IFLA Conference 
in Barcelona. Plans are still tentative, but the meeting is 
expected to be a two-day meeting. Tentative dates have 
been established as August 17 and 18, 1993, and attendan
ce will be limited to 50 participants. Featured will be 
presentations by experts on national subject cataloguing 
systems from a wide variety of countries throughout the 
world as well as papers on general problems and issues in 
subject cataloguing, indexing and retrieval. Chair of the 
Satellite Meeting will be M.Inez LOPES, Biblioteea 
N aciona!, lisbon. 
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USA: ASIS SIGleR. 
At the 55th Annual Meeting, October 26-29, 1992 in 
Pittsburgh, PA, of the American Society for Information 
Science, ASIS SIGICR will hold its 3rd Classification 
Research Workshop. This Workshop, which has now 
become an annual event, will be based on refereed papers 
and will be designed to be an exchange of ideas among 
active researchers who have an interest in the creation, 
development, management, representation, display capa
bility, and theory and application of classification sche
mes. All position papers will be published in the ASIS 
Proceedings prior to the workshop. 
ASIS SIGICR will also take an active part in the general 
programmes of the ASIS Annual Meeting where the SIG 
is responsible for several meetings featuring panels of 
experts. A panel on "Classification and Retrieval for 
Software Reuse" (with Suzanne HUMPHREY, Ruben 
PRIETRO-DIAZ, Hanne ALBRECHTSEN, Lynn STREE
TER, Bill FRAKES) will focus on programmer producti
vity, reliability of software and cost efficiencies. The 
session will em phasize various aspects ofthe topic inclu
ding experiments in classification and retrieval of softwa
re for reuse. 
Another panel on "The Use of Thesauri to support End
User Searching" (with Raya FJDEL, James ANDER
SON, Alexa McCRAY) will explore issues in the use of 
knowledge structures to support and user searching. 
A programme on "Frames in Support of Information 
Retrieval" (with Rebecca GREEN, Suzanne HUMPH
REY, Phil SMIill) will consider frame based systems 
and their use to promote recall in retrieval through the 
suggestion of additional indexable concepts to help users 
locate appropriate search terms. Beginning with an expla
nation of the structure and processes of frames including 
several prototype systems, the panel will explore the role 
which frames can play in navigating between representa
tions of user needs and document representations. A goal 
of this exploration is to uncover recurrent patterns of 
correspondence. 
In another programme "Knowledge Management Sy
stems: the Role of Classification Research" (with Mat
thew MOORE, William W.NOAH, Dagobert SOER
GEL, and Irene TRAVIS) advances on a number of 
technical fronts, including comm unications, distributed 
databases and artificial intelligence, will be considered as 
a means for aiding organizations in making the flow of 
know ledge more efficient. The session will bring together 
classification researchers, organization theorists, softwa
re developers and managers to aid in gaining an overall 
perspective of the problems. 
Finally, a programme "Standards for Information Retrie
val Indexes" (with James ANDERSON, Bella Hass 
WEINBERG, Raya FIDEL and Marcia BATES) will 
consider the feasibility of such standards in relations to 
the work of the NISO Committee to revise the American 
National Standard Criteria for Indexes. 
ASIS SIGICR publishes SIGICR News which includes a 
bibliography of "Selected CR-Related Dissertations" 
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compiled from com puter searches using DIALOG Infor
mation Services of the Dissertation Abstracts Online 
database produced by University Microfilms. Included 
are dissertations which have origins chiefly in the United 
States, Canada and the United Kingdom with occasional 
representation from other countries. 

U.K.: eRG Meetings 286 and 287 
The meetingsoftheBritish Classification Research Group 
were held at University College London on April 30 and 
July 2, 1992 with 7 and 9 members present. Mr.MILLS 
presented the Draft Schedule of Bliss Class V, Fine Arts, 
and explained its facets. The citation order is to remain as 
in the 1974 version. As the primary facet: Artform by 
Medium, 2nd facet Style, Schools and Movements, 3rd 
Art Object, 4th Operations and Agents (including Mate
rials as such). The revised survey has been attached tothe 
minutes. Further discussions focussed on 'three-dimen
sional decorative arts' (note 3560), 'other material arts' 
(3561), 'specific material/artform ' (3562), and 'decorati
ve arts' (3563). 
At the July 2nd meeting the discussions on the classifica
tion of the Arts continued. Mr.BALL suggested to change 

Now available from INDEKS Verlag 

NISKO'91 

the International Conference on Knowledge 
Organization, Terminology & Information Access 
Management, Bratislava, May 13-16, 1991. 

Organized by the Czechoslovak Chapter of ISKO and 
the Micro COS/ISIS Club, Bratislava. 

The volume contains the following 17 papers: I.Dahlberg: 
Knowledge Organization in the Nineties: Bases, Problems, 
Goals, - Ch.Gallnski: Tenninology and Documentation: Text 
Management and the Universal Availability of Information 
and Knowledge. - C.Ritzler: Comparative Study of PC 
supported Thesaurus Software. - G.DeI 8igio: The CDS/ISIS 
SoTtware, Recent Developments and Results. -
P.N.Pempleton: An INTIB Subsystem on Energy and 
Environment Information. - G.Budin: Knowledge 
Organization and Knowled� Retrieval as Key Elements of 
Knowledge Management. - O.Sechser: Repacltaging Data in 
Database Publishtng. - A.Sakov: Classification Systems and 
Problems of their Automatic Updating in Knowledge Bases. -E.We.ihs: Environmental Thesauri COnstruction: Categories 
and Function in Bavarian Land Information Systems. -
RJ.A.Riesthuis: The Universal Decimal Oassification as a 
CDS/ISIS Database. - V.Prohorov: Information Retrieval 
Languages as a Source for Development of Knowledge Bases. 
-c.C'I8TIIp� J.FaU: TIlES-MAKER II applied to a Polish 
Version of the BID Thesaurus. - H.Rybinski, 
M.Muraszid.ewicz, M.Sthemthaner: A Flexible Multilingual 
Thesaurus. - S.E.Wr,ight: The MicroMATER Ta�et: 
Proposed Data Categories for the Exchange of TerminolOgical 
Data between Terminolo�(!81 Database Systems. -
AAppelova: Terminology and Thesaurus-Knowledge in Texts. 
-J.S'leinerova: Cognitive Structures in Information S�tems. -
I.Volkova: Terminology, Classification and Knowledge Bases. 

The volume (comprising 192p.) is available (for DM 25.-
ca. US$15.-) from INDEKS Verlag, Woogstr. 36a, D-

6000 Frankfurt SO. 
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the placing of 'performance art' and to distinguish bet
ween Fine Arts and Design. The Fine Arts are to comprise 
'Sculpture' and ' Pictorial Art' whereas Design would 
include ' Architecture', 'Deoorative Arts, 'Industrial Design', 
'Graphic Design' . The outline emerging from this distinc
tion has been added to the minutes as well as the totally 
revised schedule of Class V with the new and the existing 
notations. 

The Classification Research Group and the Ran
ganathan Centenary 
The CRG is organizing a half day symposium to comme
morate the Ranganathan Centenary to be held at the 
Science Museum Library, South KenSington, London 
SW7 on Thursday, October 15, 1992at 2:00pm. Speakers 
will be Jack MILLS on "Ranganathan and Bliss ", Derek 
LANGRIDGE on "Ranganathan, the Western Sage ", and 
Nancy WILLIAMSON on "Ranganathan's Influence on 
Information Systems from a World Perspective". 
For further information please tum to Dr. Ia McIlwaine, 
University College London, School of Librarianship, 
Archives and Information Studies, Gower Street, London 
WCl E6BT, U.K. 
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in serial order before it is entailed in another definition ...... International Classification; "the circularity so often found in dictionary definitions has been avoided ... A great intellectual discovery and a new paradigm"! . Thcse two quotes only sample the 50,000 already showered on The Wordtree by over 75 periodicals. 
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