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Gddert, W., Horny, S.: The design of subject access elements in
Online Public Access Catalogs.
Int.Classif.17(1990)No.2, p.66-76, 73 ref's.

Experiences with retrieval in OPACs suggest that there arc
major problems for the users of such systems, such as choosing
the ’correct’ subject access vocabulary, narrowing or broade-
ning the set of items retrieved regarding the search interest. Such
problems relate to two facts: (1) that in the early OPACs subject
access has not been considered seriously enough and (2) that the
complexity of the topic has not been really recognized. Usinga
typology of users’ questions it is demonstrated which require-
ments musts be met by a successful online subject access. Im-
provements of subject access tools are primarily aimed at, pin-
pointing the interplay between the different subcomponents of
any subject facility: a) the features of the indexing languages
used; b) the indexing principles used; c) the design and structur-
ing of the database; and d) the possibilities of the technical retrie-
valfacility, thesearchmode, and query languages. Thecontribu-
tion summarizes the manifoldinteractions between the foursub-
components listed. Any successful retrieval will heavily depend
on thedesign of these componentsconsideringtheirinteractions.

(Authors)

Furniss, P.: A proposed methodology for examining the provision
of subject access in the OPAC.
Int.Classif. 17(1990)No.2, p.85-90, 22 refs.

The development of the OPAC has stimulated renewed interest
in theprovision of subject access in the catalogue. Significant dif-
ferences between the new and earlier formatshave prompted the
suggestion that there should be a radical reappraisal ofthe provi-
sion made. A methodology for such a reappraisal is proposed,
based on the proposition that a radical reappraisal will need to
refer back to the theory on which subject access is based. The
Five Axiom Theory developed by R.Fugmann is outlined,
which is considered to provide a possible basis for the reapprai-
sal. Some existing data derived from a cooperative cataloguing
environment is described which is considered to be relevant to
the axiom in Fugmann’s theory which is concerned in part with
the significance of consistency in indexing. The data is analysed
in terms of consistency, with the objective of indicating what
kind of results might be obtained from theapplication of the pro-
posed methodology. The conclusion drawn from the results of
the analysis is that the methodology may well be worth further
exploration. Suchexploration willneedtoexamine amore extcn-
sivedata sample than the limited one used for the analysis under-
taken in the article, and will need also to examine the role other
axioms of the theory might play in implementing a reappraisal
of subject access. (Author)

This contents page may be reproduced without charge

I.C. Vol.17 (1990) No.2

Kristensen, J., Jirvelin, K.: The effectiveness of a searching the-
saurus in free-text searching in a full-text database.
Int.Classif.17(1990)No.2, p.77-84, 30 refs.

Synonyms, antonyms, quasi-synonyms and homonyms are typi-
cal features of natural language which cause difficulties in free-
text searching in full-text databases. Searching thesauri which
supply synonyms, antonyms and quasi-synonyms for given
natural language terms have been suggested as a search aid to
overcome these problems. To test these suggestions, a small
searching thesaurus was constructed for Finnish newspaper ar-
ticles on economic issues and a set of test searches were con-
ducted and analyzed in a large Finnish newspaper article data-
base. The original queries were elicited from journalists who
also evaluated the relevance of the search results. Each query
was searched in three distinct modes : basic search, synonym
search and related tcrm search. The basic searches contained
only terms included in the journalists’ original query statement.
The logic of the basicsearch was developed by the researchers.
In the synonym searches, the terms of the basic search were ex-
tended by disjunctions of the synonyms given by the searching
thesaurus without modifying the overall logic of the basic
search. In the related term searches, the disjunctions in the sy-
nonym searches werefurther extended by disjunctions of related
terms (quasi synonyms) given by the searching thesaurus again
without modifying the overall logic of the synonym search. The
searches in each mode were analyzed w.r.t. relative recall and
precision by setting the relative recall ofthe third mode searches
to 100 %. Theaverage relative recall in the first mode searches
wasca. 45 % and in the second ca. 82 %. The average precision
values were for the modes one, two and three were 51 %, 41 %
and 33 %, respectively. The substitution of synonyms shows a
considcrable increase in recall with a negligible decline in preci-
sion.

(Author)

Zeng, Lei: Establishing a compatible general
vocabulary in China: the capability.
Int.Classif. 17(1990)No.2, p.91-98, 11 refs.

The study attempts tofind anaccess to the establishment of com-
patibilityamongChinese thesauri, thatis, to build a gcneral com-
patible Chinese vocabulary based on existing thesauri in China
and abroad. After a general analysis of the factors influencing
compaltibility between thesauri, the compatible capabilities be-
tween special thesauri and general ones, as well as between
Chinese thesauri and English ones are discussed. (Author)
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INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION IC

Scope

The more scientific data are generated in the impetuous present
times, the morc ordering energy needs to be expended to control
these data ina retrievable fashion. With theabundance ofknowl-
edge now available the questions of new solutions to the order-
ing problem and thus of improved classification systems,
methods and procedures have acquired unforeseen significance.
For many years now they have been in the focus of interest of in-
formation scientists the world over.

Until recently. the special literature relevant to classification
was published in piecemeal fashion, scattered over the numer-
ous technical journals serving the experts of the various fields,
such as

philosophy and science of scicnce

science policy and science organisation
mathematics, statistics, and computer science
library and information science
archivisticsand museology

journalism and communication science
industrial products and commodity science
terminology, lexicography and linguistics

Beginning 1974, INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
has been serving as a common platform for the discussion of
both theoretical background questions and practical applica-
tion problems in many areas of conccrn. In each issue experts
from many countries comment on questions of an adequate
structuring and construction of ordering systcms and on the
problems of their use in opening the information contents of
new literature, of datacollectionsand surveys, of tabular works
and of other objects of scientific interest.

Their contributions have been concerned with

(I) clarifying the theoretical foundations (general ordering
theory, sciencc theoretical basesofl classification, data analy-
sis and reduction)

(2) describing practical operations connected with numerical
taxonomy/classification, as well as applicationsofclassifica-
tion systems and thesauri, manual and machine indexing

(3) tracing the history of classification knowledge and
methodology

(4) discussing questions of education and training in classifica-
tion

(5) concerning themselves with the problems ol terminology in
general and with respect to special fields.

Aims

Thus, INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATIONIis meant to be
a programme for the improvement of classification methods
and processes, a forum for discussion for all those interested in
the organization of knowledge on a universal or a subject-field
scale, using concept analytical and/or concept-synthetical ap-
proaches as well as numerical procedures and comprising also
the intellectual and automatic compilation and use of classifica-
tion systems and thesauri in all fields of knowledge, with special
attention being given to the problems of terminology.

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION publishes original
articles, reports on conferences and similar communications,
the Newsletters of FID/CR (Committee on Classification Re-
secarch of the Intcrnational Federation for Documentation),
and COCTA (Committee on Conceptual and Terminological
Analysis), book reviews, letters to the editor, and an extensive
annotated bibliography of recent classifieation and indexinglit-
crature, covering between 400 and 500 items in each issue.

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION should therefore be
available at every university and research library of every
country,ateveryinformationcenter, atcollcgesand schools of i-
brary and information science, in the hands of everybody inter-
ested in the fields mentioned above and thus also at every office
for updatinginformation on any topicrelated to the problemsof
order in our information-flooded times.

INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION was founded in
1973 by an international group of scholars with a consulting
board of editors representing the world's regions, the special
classification fields and the subject areas involved. From
1974-1980 IC was published by K.G.Saur Verlag, Miinchen.
Back issues of 1978-1985 are available from INDEKS Verlag,
t0o.(The 9 volumesof 1978-1986 arc offered now atthehighlyre-
duced price ofDM 300.-.)

As of August 1989, INTERNATIONAL CLASSIFICATION
has become the official organ of the INTERNATIONAL
SOCIETY FOR KNOWLEDGE ORGANISATION (ISKO)
(founded on July 22, 1989) and isincluded forevery ISKO-mem-
ber, personal or institutional, in the membership fee ($25/$50).

Rates: From 1990 on for 4 issues/ann. (including indexes) DM
94.00 + postage (= DM 6.00). For air mail delivery add DM
4.00 perissuc. Membership rates see above.

INDEKS Verlag, Woogstr. 36a, D-6000 Frankfurt 50.

Instructions for Authors

Manuscripts may be submitted in cither English, German or
French to the editor-in-chiefl in two sets (the original and one
copy) typed in double space, comprising between 1500 to 3000
words. Theyshould be accompanied by an Englishindicativeab-
stract of 100-200 words. The contributions arc refereed.
Criteria for acceptance will be appropriateness to the field of the
journal (see Scope and Aims), taking into account the merit of
thecontent and its presentation. Papers arc accepted with theun-
derstanding that they havenot been published, submitted or ac-
cepted for publicationelsewhere and that, il the work received of-
ficial sponsorship, it has been duly released for publication.
Authors will usually be notified within 6 to 10 weeks. Unless
specitéca]ly requested, manuscripts orillustrations will not be re-
turned.

The text of the contributions should be structured by subhead-
ings; it should contain (a) an introduction, stating the purpose,
(b) a description of materials and methods in sufficient detail, (c)
information on results or systems developed, and (d) a conclu-
sion on and/or summarization.

References should be listed at the end of the paper with the num-
bers inbracketsreferring to suchnumbers in brackets within the
text part.

Additional notes should be indicated in the text by lifted single
numbers (e.g. text) and equally collected with their texts at the
end of the paper under the headingNotes.

Journal References should contain the names and initials of all
authors, full title of the publication, abbreviation of the journal
according to the ISO Standard 4, volume number, year of pub-
lication in brackets, issue number and first and last page num-
bers. Monograph References should give the name(s) of the
author(s), full title, edition, place of publication, publisher, year
and the number of pages.

Examples: Mater, E.: Human intelligence as a precondition for
the machine processing of knowledge. Int.Clas-
sif.15(1988)No.3, p.125-132

Hunter, E.J.: Classification made simple. Aldershot, GB:
Gower 1988. 115p.

Hlustrations should be restricted to the necessary minimum.
Graphs and diagrams should be supplied as black and white
drawings suitable to reproduction. Half~tone illustrations
should be sharp, well-contrasted glossy prints. Hlustrations
should be numbered lightly with a soft pencil on the back. Num-
bered legends should be attached on a separate sheet.

Tables should be typed double-spaced on a separate sheet, con-
tain a number and a title at the topand becited in the text. Each
columnshould have a heading.

Authors shall receive 25 reprints of their papers [ree of charge.
Additional reprints may be ordered.

Corrections in galley proof exceeding 10% of the typesetting
costs will be charged to the author.

Contributions on micro flexible discs are welcome if deliveredin
the ASCII code. Such contributions must be accompanied by
theirprintouts on paper.
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