#ﬂ)-iﬁ;ﬁ‘hﬁiﬁlﬁi:ﬁ{ BN T AN E R I e D

0 i R e R

Krishnappa Subramanyam
Drexel University, Philadelphia, USA

Seminal Mnemonics in
Classification

Subramanyam, K.: Seminal mnemonics in classifica-
tion

In: Intern. Classificat. 3(1976)No.1, p.16~18, 8 refs.

The basic idea underlying seminal mnemonics is
that concepts of objects or phenomena which are
apparently unrelated at the phenomenal level, may
be seen to be related to each other at a deeper level
of perception. Seminal mnemonics consists of as-
signing the same notational digits to such *“seminal-
ly equivalent” concepts, regardless of their verbal
denotation or class context. But the perception of
seminal equivalence of concepts is a difficult pro-
cess, and demands a high degree of intuitive ability
in the classificationist. In this paper an attempt is
made to explain the theoretical basis of seminal
mnemonics and to examine itsuse in classification.

L (Author)

1. Introduction

Notation in a classification scheme is said to have mne-
monic value if a given digit represents the same concept,
irrespective of the class context of the concept. A fixed
relation between the notational digits and the concepts
they represent, regardless of the context in which the
concepts occur, greatly assists the assignment of nota-
tional digits in formulating the class number for a docu-
ment. Since many basic concepts recur in different class
contexts throughout a classification scheme, a fixed
digit-concept relationship reduces the need for repeated

enumeration, and therefore reduces the size of the clas-
sification schedules.

The functions of mnemonics in a classification scheme
may be stated thus:
(1) To assist the memory of the classifier in develop-
ing class numbers for documents.

(2) To reduce references to classification schedules
and indexes.

(3) To reduce the size of schedules.
(4) To facilitate consistent sequence in the enumera-
tion of isolates in similar arrays.

Four kinds of mnemonics are used in the Colon Classifi-
cation. These are:

(1) Alphabetical

(2) Scheduled

(3) Systematic

(4) Seminal

These are discussed in detail in S. R. Ranganathan’s Pro-
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) ificd-
legomena to Library Classification, and Colon Classific
tion, as well as in a few journal articles. (1-5) o
In this paper an attempt is being made to Suggd 1 the
theoretical basis for seminal mnemonics S use
Colon Classification.

2. Seminal Mnemonics

The basic idea underlying seminal mnemonics lls Zl:;\t
concepts of such objects or phenomend, wh)c]' .
apparently unrelated at the phenomenal level, ﬂ;dyf per-
seen to be related to each other at a deeper 1eve! © &
ception. Let us examine the following set of co.n_<:‘elzion
that occur in different main classes of a classificd
scheme.

. . ment
Concepts of Main Classes ~ Concepts 0f pheno

Biology Morphology
Geology Morpholo(g.)/e materi’dl
: i. e.

Law Property 'posseSSiOnS)
Linguistics Morphology

Medicine Anatomy

Political Science Constitution logy
Sociology Physical Anthropolo®

T nt
Although the concepts listed above occur I dlffiirfnay
disciplines, and are denoted by different terms ¢ man-
be intuitively perceived that they are all d’fferf:’nThese
festations of the same basic idea of “structur® « .
concepts are therefore said to be “seminally equ' -
lent”. Seminal mnemonics consists of using the S: ard-
notational digit to denote seminally equivalent 1¢8
less of their main class context or terminologY:

r
S. R. Ranganathan has delineated three planes Ofl ﬁ(l)] the
in classificatory activity: (1) The idea plane I w;ﬂture
classificationist is primilarly concerned with th,e e in

of the universe of knowledge; (2) the verbal plan ressing
which the primary concern is the problem of exp ot
concepts in appropriate terminology; and (3) the lop-
tional plane wherein the main concem is the deve

euse in the
ment of a set of symbols and rules for their
classification scheme.

idea
Seminal equivalences have to be identified i theénga”y
plane; in the verbal plane such equivalences ar ‘g o often
not apparent, as seminally equivalent concepts 4" The
denoted by different terms in different contexts-

classificationist has to have sufficient intuitive mSl%;
to be able to recognize seminal equivalence i coned to
in the idea plane so that the same digit may be us
represent them in the notational plane.

ts

3. Seminal Equivalence of Entities

Of the few areas in which S. R. Ranganathan h.us‘ noz S
made his ideas adequately explicit, the theoreti ecaus
of seminal mnemonics is one. This is Pfesumab % able
seminal equivalence of concepts is based on inEff‘d jsd
principles, and the perception of such equivalenc® te
trans-intellectual process. The following is @ sugge”

. arently
explanation of the seminal equivalence of appare?
unrelated entities.

‘ ) at every’
The ancient Hindu seers have hypothesized thdAt X e. THE
thing in the phenomenal world is subject tO Chd?lg aprY
continually changing phenomenal world 18 peet

mOnich
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Jection of an undifferentiated substratum that never

undergoes any transformation. This substratum, or the
ﬁ}’g?)l}lt\e Reality, manifests its.clt' in the form of myriz.lds
. jects and beings constituting the phenomenal uni-
. 1se. The seers discovered that even the most elaborate
and intensive study of the phenomenal universe could
I%Ot reveal the nature of the underlying substratum.
rc‘:;;f“‘ ter they directed their attention inward, into the
e of ‘the. mind 2{1‘1(1 cventually dlscovcreq that the
ature of this undifferentiated substratum is transcen-
dental, that it cannot be perceived by the intellect, and
t,hut it can only be experienced when onc attains a super-
conscious state, transcending the limitations of the time-
SPace-causation continuum. Various methods for attain-
Ing this superconscious state have been described in the
Hindu Scriptures, but these are not of concern to us now.
VelTa,t is il?1Portzmt is the finding that the ast01111Qi11g di-
°ISity of nature as perceived by man through his senses
qlmmiSheS as we go deeper into the subtler levels of
“onsciousness. Ultimately, at the superconscious level,
the myriads of entities which appear to be differentand
ndependent at the phenomenal level, merge into one
Undifferentiated substratum.

The above model is helpful in understanding the basis

if;)" seminal mpemonics. The seminal 1eyel of perceP“O“
one that is close to the substratum of all existence.

) oncepts of phenomena such as “morphology”, “ana-
omy” and “constitution” which are appzu-ently un-
‘r‘elated, begin to merge toward a central concept of
fsll ructure™ at the seminal level. S. R. Bz}llgzll?ﬂt!lilli
elt that if the classificationist has sufficient insight to
e the equivalence of ideas at the Seminal level, then
je can use the same digit to represent all those con-
('eptS, ulth(_)ugh they are denoted by different terms in
the verpal plane, as in the example discussed above.

4. Seminal Mnemonics in Colon Classification

5. R Ranganathan is said to have used seminal mnemon-

i\ “i iti 5 oG 2
¢ Yintuitively and almost unconsciously”™ in developing
d by him in 1937 in the

Library Classification.
duled mnemonic’”’-

](;10" Classification, as explaine
lst edition of his Prolegomena 10
Ins device was then called “unsche
an]:; term seminal mnemonics Was SUgge
Cli A J. Wells in 1951 in their Fundamen
USsification,
T , R
ih? table below shows the mnemonic SisM
| BIts representing seminally equivalent cot
on Classification (6).
Digit Concep!ts
1 Unity, God, world, first in evolution,
dimension, solid state

tals of Library

ficance of
1cepts in Co-

one

¢s, form, struc-

2 Two dimensions, plane, coni _
ture, anatomy, morphology, source of lfnoWl-
edge, physiography, copstitution, physica!
anthropology- '

. Space, cubics, analysis, function, pllySl‘ology,
threc dimensions, syntaX, method, social
anthropology.

ink-

discase, transport, interl

4 Heat, pathology,
alt.

ing, synthesis, hybrid, $
5 Energy, light, radiation, o
water, emotion, foliage, WO

ganic, liquid,
man, seX, crime,
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Seminal mnemonics

acsthetics, ocean, foreign land, alien, extern-
al, environment, ecology.

6 Dimensions, subtle, mysticism, money, finan-
ce, abnormal, phylogeny, evolution, time.
7 Personality, ontogeny, integrated, holism,
value, public finance. o
8 Travel, pilgrimage, organization, storing,
management, fitness. i
i
The following Schedule segment from the Basic Class 'f

Law scrves to illustrate the use of seminal mnemonics
in Colon Classification.

Z LAW

Foci in [P2] f

1 Legal person &

11 By age and sex .
111 Minor i
115 Female
115t Unmarried it
1152 Married 31,
1154 Widow b
¥| g

5 Crime 1
St Against person &
515 Against woman 7
S Against property
524 Trespass 3 ¢
5242 House-breaking
The isolates “person”, “minor person”, and “unmarried™ E :

(single person) can be scen as seminally related to the ,
idea of “unity”, and are therefore assigned the digit 1. L
The isolates “property’ and “house”, (both being “pos-
sessions of man”) and “married person” (couple), signify d
the notion of “duality’ and arc assigned the digit 2. In :
Colon Classification the digit 4 is generally employced to

signify the notions of movement and discase or patho-

logy. Accordingly, in the above schedule, the isolates B
“widow” (social pathology?) and “trespass” (movement) >
are represcntcd by the digit 4. Wherever possible, the
digit 5 has been used for notions such as “female” and g

“crime” (see table above).

Abdul Rahman and T. Ranganathan have studied the in-

cidence of seminal mnemonics in the various facets in

Colon Classification (7). The results of this census in-

dicate that: 8

a) seminal mnemonics occur in nearly 13 percent of all >
special isolates.

b) seminal mnemonics are non-existent in the Matter ‘
facet (perhaps because this facet contains the lcast .
number of isolates); and

¢) the incidence of seminal mnemonics is highest (63 per- s

cent) in the Energy facet.

5. Some Advantages and Problems

In their asscssment of the value of seminal mnemonics,

Abdul Rahman and T. Ranganathan have claimed the

following advantages (8).

1) Seminal mnemonics aids memory.

2) It discloses coherence, if not the identity in the differ-
ent fields of the universe of knowledge.
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