
ten), sondern auch d ie der Klasse 6 (Angewandte Wissen­
sChaften) und 7 (Urbanistik, Sport, Fre izeit). Im Gegen­
satz hierzu wird eine Thesaurus-OK dadurch gebildet, 
daB man e ine einzige OK-Klasse nimmt und daraus einen 
oder mehrere Thesauri erzeugt. Eine Thesaurus-OK 1st 
etn sich auf eine einzige OK-Klasse beziehende� OK-The­
saurus. Die Wechelwirkung zwischen diesen belden The­
saurustypen ist sehr eng; sie gestattet eine sorgfaltlge, 
Positive Kritik an der DK die zu einer vorteilhaften 
Modernisierung der gesan�ten OK fuhren kann .  

Abb. 2 gibt e i n  Beispiel fUr eine Thesaurus-OK ( 1 0). Es 
1st leicht ersichtlich daB hier bewugt auf d ie Angabe der 
hierarchischen Bezi�hungen (BT, NT, usw.) verzichtet 
WUrde . Die Beziehungen zwischen den in Blockschnft 
Und den in kleinen Buchstaben geschriebenen Be�nffen 
Stn

.
d als al lgemein anzusehen. Der Benu tzer soli die Fre i­

heit haben , d ie Hierarchien, die seiner Frages tellung ent­
Sprechen,  selbst aufzustel len ( 1 1 ) . Dies kann auch denen 

�ls Hilfsmittel dienen d ie den DUD-Wert der OK durC.h 

Db . '  · ··B moch-erWll1den der hierarchischen Fesseln verglo ern 
. . . .  

ten, um der OK fur d ie weitere Zukunft mehr EffektlVl ta t  

Z u  sichern . 
AbschlieBend sei darauf hingewiesen, daB die Autoren 
dieser Arbeit eine recht gegensatzliche Auffassung vom 
Wert der DK haben, aber doch versuchen, e in e inheltlt­
ches Bild tiber deren Grenzen und En twicklungsmogltch­
keiten zu verm itteln. Sie meinen daher, allen Lesern 
nahelegen zu sollen sich die p ragmatischen Argumente 

M. Deweys zu eige� zu machen und �it  Vern
.
unft und 

gutem Willen Eigenschaften d ie berelts den Jlll1ge� 
D ' ' d OK belzu-ewey auszeichne ten zur Verbesserung er 
tragen. 

' 
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John P. Comaromi 
University of Michigan, USA 

Conception and Development 
of the Dewey Deci mal 
Classification 

Comaromi, J .  P . :  Conception and development of 

the Dewey Decimal Classification. 
In :  Intern . Classificat . 3 ( J 976)No. l ,  p. I I - I S ,  9 refs. 

Suggestions  and origins of the structure and nota­
tion of the DOC which most probably can be 
traced back to the cataJog of the St. Louis Public 
School Library and its author W. T. Harris whose 
classification principles were based on the philoso­
phy of F. Bacon and G. W. F. Hegel. Description 
of the specialities in the first and second edit ion 
of the ODC of 1 88 S  (the relative index, auxiliary 
tables, faceting, and simpl ified speUing). Moderni­
zation of the system in the l ast quarter century by 
the publisher, Forest Press and the editor, B. A.  
Custer. References to translated versions of the 
DOC in Note 9. (I. C.) 

I. Changing an "Absolute System" into an economic 

shelf arrangement 

In his early twenties Melvil Dewey chose I ibrarianship as 
his life's work . That he would be a l ib rarian was inci­
dentaJ ; what he intended to do was to develop Iibrarian­
ship on a scientific and economical basis. While he had 
faith that lib raries would  become vitaJ ly important to the 
education of many Americans, he suspected that they 
would not receive a la rge share of the educational bud­
get. He knew that the best way to husband the resources 
available to l ib raries was through standardization and 
centralization. In a survey that he made of libraries of 
the Northeastern United States, i t  became apparent to 
him that, among other things, the common method of 
shelf arrangement was uneconomical. It was cal led the 
fixed or absolute system: each l ib rary assigned to every 
title a locational number, a number related to the buil d­
ing in which the book was located and that would chan­
ge when the l ibrary grew out of its particular room or 
building. To prevent this unwise use of time and money 
Dewey conceived a plan wherein the subject of a book, 
which does not change ,  would be indicated by Arabic 
numerals used decimaJ ly, to the third d igi t if necessary, 
assuring easy expansion at any subject and enabling a 
book to be located relative to the rest of the collection. 
Renumbering an item w as unnecessary when the l ibrary 
grew beyond its physical limits. Each digit  at the ones 
level represented a class. Each digit at the tens  levels 
represented a sub-class of the class repi'esented by the 

1 1  
I ntern. 

·
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preceding digit. Each digit at the hundreds level repre­sented a further level of subdivision, 
It may appear that Dewey devised the decimal plan so­lely to facilitate and economize shelf arrangement. That is not quite so. He was also attempting to devise a me­thod for arranging a subject catalog (a, classified catalog). The books of the l ibrary woul d thus stand on the shelves in the same order as they were found in the subject ca­talog, The DOC has had this dual purpose from the be­ginning. The dual purpose, in fact, helps to explain the split personal ity that the DOC's users have had to live with for almost a century: it has attempted to provide currency and detail for the classified catalog at the same time that it has attempted to provide stability and short numbers for shelf arrangement. 

2. Source of Dewey's "decimal idea"? 
What was the SOurce of Dewey's decimal idea? Several proposal s have been made. The first to be discussed here was put forth by John Maass in 1 972 1 ,  While Maass was putting the final touches to The Glorious Enterprise, hIS work on the Centennial Exhibition held in Philadel­phia in 1 876, he noticed a Similarity between Dewey's notatIon and that of the decimal notation used to ar­range the exhibits at the Exhibition ,  When he discovered that the Exhibition arrangement had been p roposed be­fore Dewey conceived his idea, he suggested that Dewey had

, seen the proposal and had based his decimal plan on It. ThIS IS possible, but it is not probable. The nota­tion of the system used at the Exhibition, which was deVIsed by the American scholar William Phipps Blake had Roman numerals I through X for the classes. With'in each of these classes there were ten subdivisions num­bere� 1 --:- 1 0, 2 1 -30 and so on up through 9 1 - 1 00. The subdIVIsIons had 1 00 subdivisions numbered 1 - 1 00 1 0 1 -200 and so on up through 9 0 1- 1 000. It was �ost certainly a decimal system, but i ts notation Was not used In the way that Dewey used the arabic numerals. (Note that In Blake's system the final class could have been numbered X I OO, 1 000, or simply 1 000.) As 1 000 could bel ong only to 1 00, and 1 00 only to X, the nota­tIOn was both hIerarch ical and expressive of the content of a clas
,
s, It i s  not at all clear, however, how Dewey, whos� fInal class mark was 999, could have been led by Blake s notation to make the mental leap to decimal subdIvIsIon by nines, the zero being the general number for a class. And it is the uniform subdivision by nines that makes Dewey's notation - indeed, his classifica-tIOn - the elegant conception that it is: hierarchically expreSSIve , unIversally understood, and Concise ,  Conse­quently, Blake's notation was an un likely link in Dewey's cham of thought, even if Dewey had seen Blake's pro­posal, which is debatable. 

The second possible SOurce Was indicated by Dewey hImself In the preface to the first edition of the DOC: In his varied reading, correspondence, and conver­satIOn on the subject, the author has doubtless re­ceived suggestions and gained ideas which it is now ImpOSSIble for him to acknowledge. Perhaps the most frUItful SOurce of ideas Was the Nuovo Sistema dl Cata.'o�o Blbliografico Generale of Natale Battez­zatl, of Milan . Certainly he is indebted to th is system 
1 2  

" 

adopted by the I talian publishers in 1 8 7 1 ,  though h� 
, , 

, f h St LOUIS has copIed nothmg from It . The plan 0 t e " , Public School Library and that of the ApprentIces 
Library of New York which in some respects resem-

s ' 
, I feature b le his own were not seen ti l l all the essentla , ' 

' blIc, were decided upon, though not gIven to the pu 
d In filling the n ine classes of the scheme the 1I1verte 

, L ' L'b ary has Bacolllan arrangement of the St . OUIS I r 
been followed 2 , 

" h e was prob-In spite of Dewey's claim, Battezzatl S sc em , 3 ably not the most fruitfu l  Source of his conceptl�n h t Nothing in his Nuovo Sistema, or in that part of It t a 
I talian publishers adopted could have provided even 
one link in the chain of D�wey's thought. What Battez­
zati urged upon his fellow bookselle rs was a system 
whereby several catalog cards would accompany a new 
work and be used for various booksell ing catalogs - ,a t sort of Books in Print on cards, The cards for the sUbJtC 
catalog would be color-coded :  white for religion, yel oW 
for law, green for the sciences and arts, red for belles- , lettres, and b lue for history. The structure of the claSSI­
fication used was based on the scheme of the French 
bibliographer Jacques Charles Brunet, the notation a 
mixture of Arabic numerals and lower case lette rs, For 
instance, V l l a indicated History-Bibliography; IV 6� n indicated Belles-le ttres-Philology, Bat1ezzati's suggestIO 
was actually a step in the p rocess that has advanced as 
�ar as the current Cataloging-In-Publication. ,Dewey w�: 
Indebted to Battezzati for the idea of t Itle-slIps, slIps 

d paper possessing catalog copy for the work in hand an 
to be found with the book when it arrived at a library: He was not indebted to Battezzati for any aspect of hIS 
classification . 
If there is an identifiab le outside source, or sources, for 
Dewey's idea, it is most likely in either or both of the , men associated with the lib raries mentioned  in Dew�y � 
acknowledgements : William Torrey Harris, who de�se 

y' the classification for the S t. Louis Public School LIbrar 
t ' and Jacob Schwartz , lib rarian of the New York Appren 
rOe ices' Library. Dewey admitted to borrowing the structu 

, loy-of the DOC from Harris. Furthermore, as HarrIS emp , r ed Arabic numerals 1 - 1 00 to mark his classes and maJo 
SUb-classes, Dewey may have drawn his decimal ide,a from him as well. But this is doubtful ,  for History 111 Harris was 79, British History 93 . What Dewey did not 
find in Harris' notation was A rabic numerals used to , Subdivide a subject by nine. This he could have see� 111 
Schwarz's Catalogue of the New York Apprentices 
Library. Schwartz used capital letters for his main clas­ses, 0-9 for the subdivisions of each, 0 being used for 
the gene raj number of each class, 1 -9 for subdivisions. 
W ' h Dewey e wIll probably never know for sure from w om ' s  borrowed, nor to what extent. And finally ,  there rema1l1 
the possibility that he conceived of his idea alone and independently. 

, Com-On May 8, 1 873,  Dewey submitted to the LIbrary 
d mittee of Amherst College, the college he attended an in whose lib rary he worked his plan to recatalog and 

rearrange the collection of Amherst's l ibrary. The plan 
was accepted. Dewey was to p roduce 1 50 catalogs ar- l ranged by his system for use by the students and facu ty 
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of the College, with fifty more to be used for editorial 
proof. 

3. Harris' views in Dewey's scheme 
Having a notation and a means of subdivision, but no 
general system of classification, Dewey then cast ab�ut 
for one . He did not have to look far; he already had I� mind the system he wanted to use. On the day after his 
plan Was accepted he wrote to Harris requesting a copy 
of the catalog of the St. Louis Public School L1b.rary, 
a description of which Dewey had seen in an article , published by Harris in 1 870 in the Journal of Speculative 
Philosophys . 
For longer than they should, scholars have reporte

,
d that 

Harris merely inverted the Baconian triad of hls�OIY, 
poesy, and philosophy _ which Bacon had conSidered 
to be the three departmen ts of learning that had devel­
oped from the three faculties of man's mind, namely 
memory imagination and reason - and then expanded 
his h ' , t That is an ac-sc erne upon the resultmg struc ure .  
CUrate statement of the sequence of events, but it does 
not explain Harris' classification, In his in troductl�n t� 

d his catalog Harris wrote that Bacon's three categories I 
not represent departments of learning at all, but rather 
the three forms or modes by which literature treats a 
Subject Harris ;hen broke down the three modes mto 

h classes,
'
which were for the most part fields of study. T e 

classes and subclasses were assigned Arabic numerals 
through 1 00 apparen tly on the basis of lite�ary wa�rant 
and Without regard for hierarchical e�p,resslO

n, whl��
e explains 79 for History and 93 for British History: 

H " H gehan overall orde r  of his scheme reflected arns e 
definition of the world as seen through man's eyes. 
(Harris was a leading American exponent of the I�eas 
of the German philosopher.) Since this view provld

,
es 

d the Skeleton of Dewey's scheme, it will be summarize 
here. 
F ' f d l' with a subjec t :  Irst there are the three modes 0 ea mg 

' I ' ' In the Scientific mode the conscious system pre
l
val, 

S't
l
h
n 

th ' al S '  m e e artistic mode the unconscious system prev " 
historical mode the system if any can be said �o eXls� 
that prevails results from ; concatenation of time an 
I , . ts of books -p ace . Within the three modes the conten 

f h their subject matter _ determine the structure 0 t � 
claSSification The three modes unfold in the foll,owmg 
Way to prod�ce the Hegelian view of the forms hterature 
may take6 . 
SCience unfolds into Philosophy, the source of �ystem

f for all other d isciplines and the most general fleld
h 

0 
study. Theology the science of the absolute, and t / 

' Ultimate field of'study of Philosophy, follows. (Re l,glOn, 
Which is not scientific but is tributary to Theology, l�tual inclUded in Theology.) As man ac�ieves hiS most s��

e role Within his society and in relatIOn to the state, 
f Ids Social and Political Sciences are logically the next , 
Ie 

of studY.The Political Sciences are Jurisprudence�
m 

d Which society puts constraints upon the indiVidu , an 
P , ' t the con­ohtics in which the individual reacts agams , strain ts' of law thereby producing perhaps an �nl

st
S
a�ce 

f ' ' I I Th SOC13 clen-o the alteration of the practical WI . e , ces are Political Economy whereby in combi�atlol
d
l man 

g' ' ' d it for hiS en s, a1l1S ascendancy over nature an uses 

and Education, by which man is initiated into t ile so­
ciety's modus operandi. Placed at the end of the Social 
and political Sciences is Philosophy as it is the resu l t  of 
self-conscious thought, a society's best record of itself, 
and the connecting link between the spiritual and the 
natural. The Natural Sciences follow Philology and are 
in turn followed by the Useful Arts. The Natural Scien­
ces reveal the laws of nature; the useful arts apply these 
laws to social uses. The point of transition between the 
two fields is Medicine, which is part science, part art. 
This brings to an end the subjects whose major mode 
of treatment it the scientific. 
The second Major mode is the artistic. Art unfolds into 
the Fine Arts : Architecture, Sculpture, Drawing and 
Painting, Engraving, Lithography, Photography, Collec­
tions of Pictures, and Music. These are followed by 
Poetry, Prose Fiction , and Literary Miscellany. 
The last mode is the pistorical. History is comprised of 
Geography and Travels, C ivil History, and Biography and 
Correspondence. Heraldry and Genealogy also belong 
here. 
In an Appendix to his catalog, Harris provided a class 
for works which treated subjects fall ing in several classes 
and which also combined the various modes of treat­
men t. Whithin the Appendix, he included Collections, 
Cyclopedias, and Periodicals, several of the bibliograph­
ical forms that appear in Dewey's generalia class. It is not 
difficult to perceive that the structure of the DDC falls 
within Harris' world view. Further, we can now under­
stand the reasons for the apparently strange positions 
of Language and the Social Sciences, in the DDC and for 
the distance between the Social Sciences and History. I 
also believe that this philosophical underpinning of the 
DDC has contributed considerably to its success. 

4. The first two editions 
Comprised of a preface of e ight pages, tables of twelve 
pages, and an index of e ighteen pages, the first edition 
appeared in 1 876. There were standard subdivisions a t  
the general numbers for the classes. "Divide-like" was 
used for geographical subdivisions, though the process 
was not yet called that. Thus, in the very first edition 
the ideas of synthesis and faceting were used by Dewey. 
The index was called the "subject index" and its terms 
referred not only to terms in the tables but often to  
subjects outside the tables. Fo r  instance ,  North Carol ina 
appeared in the index, though not in the tables. And, 
one found Maternity a t  1 36 and 6 1 8  and Tobacco at 
6 1 5 , 1 78,  and 633, yet neither of these terms appeared 
anywhere in the tables. Though not called " relative", 
the index was already functioning in a relative manner, 
an aspect of the DDC that would contribute to its success. 
During the years preceding the publication of the second 
edition, in 1 885 ,  Dewey continued to develop his scheme. 
With the assistance of Walter S tanley Biscoe and o ther 
scholars, he made some of his changes at Wellesley 
College and others at Columbia College .  Biscoe, who was 
Dewey's lieutenant from their days toge the r at Amherst 
until Dewey's death in 1 93 1 ,  was the theoretician of the 
DDC for most of this period. The introduction to the 
second edition was seven times longer than the In troduc­
tion to the first edition, for in it Dewey explained and 
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defended his practices. There were also a great many 
relocations and much re-using of numbers in the second 
edition . To prevent the suspicion that succeeding edi-
tions would contain equally unsettl ing amounts of 
change , Dewey made the fol lowing promise : " Librarians 
making the necessary changes for the revised edition 
need not fear that a series of edit ions have begun each 
of which wiJ.1 call for such changes . . . "7 He kept his 
word . Though in the years ahead there would be great 
expansion upon the numbe rs of the second edition, 
there would be very few changes that would result in 
changed meanings of numbers. This policy which is cal­
led integrity, or stabil ity,  of numbers, was to be the 
guiding principle of the DOC for the next six decades. 
In the second edition, standard subdivisions, t hen called 
form divisions, were now applied to subdivisions of clas­
ses. Divide-like had become a standard procedure and 
part of the classifier's language. The Index was called the 
Relativ Index for the first time . It was spelled without a 
final "e" , following the rules of Simplified Spelling which 
also began in this edition. Simplified spell ing was to be­
come more intrusive in the DOC in the mistaken assump­
tion that it was what Dewey desired .  While Dewey ap­
proved of simplified spelling, he also desired inter­
national acceptance of the DOC, and simpl ified spel­
ling was a decided impediment to this goal. Notes 
were many and helpful in the second edition, and 
the decimal point appeared here for the first time . 
(It had not been used in the first edition. A period 
had been used above the base l ine to indicate that 
the next digit represen ted either size or accession 
number within that class. For instance, 973 · 4 ·  1 8  was 
the eighteenth book on the quarto shelf for American 
History.) There were now geographical and period sub­
divisions. There were special tables at the end of the 
volume : one listed subjects divided geographically, 
another was a l i st of the subject divisions of languages. 
Here then were the first auxiliary tables. The index had 
grown from 2 000 to 10 000 entries. Dewey wrote of 
the index, "This Subject Index is the most important 
part of the system."s He may even have believed that. 
Certainly ,  l ibrarians inexpert in a field could place a 
book reasonabl y  well with the assistance of the index. 
The first edition had been promising and had been ac­
cepted by many of the newer libraries. The second edi­
tion was the promise ful fi l led and is probably the pre­
mier achievement in the development of American lib­
rary classifica tion . 

S .  More recent developments 

.. 

followed the structure of the second edition . Most of 
d· . had been this development, from the fourth e ItlOn on , , 

done by t he able editors May Seymour, editor t rom 
circa 1 890 to 1 92 1 ,  and Dorkas Fellows, editor from 
1 92 1 to 1938 .  
Before h i s  death in 1 9 3 1 Dewey ,  h i s  son Godfrey, an;C 
Dorkas Fellows has decided that three levels of the 0 , 

should be published:  an abridged edi tion for smal l hbra­
ries, a l ib rary edition for shelf arrangement of n�l ddle-

. size and larger l ibraries and a bibliographic editIOn fOI , , . I col-classed catalogs and for shelf arrangement ot specla . 
lections and the largest of l ibraries. The b ibliogra?hlC 
edition has never been achieved.  The fifteenth edltl�n

b� 
called the standard edition - was an attempt at the 1 
rary edition and represented  radical st ructural changes. 
It was a failure, however, primarily because it had n O.  

competent  editor. The sixteenth edi tion (which was, 111 
1 I 'brary fact, much nearer to what Dewey envisioned t le 1 

edition to be) was a retu rn to the l ine of development 
of t he first fourteen editions. It was not a return to th�d past, however, for with the sixteenth edition first  Davl g 
Haykin and then Benjamin A .  Custer began modernlzln 
the DOC. 
Through the seventeenth and e ighteenth editions and 
into the yet  to be published nineteenth edition, Custe r 
continued the modernization. Totally new (phOen l l(§40 schedules were devel oped for Psychology 1 50, LaW 

80. 
' 

Mathematics 5 1 0, Sociology 3 0 1 - 308, and MUSIC 7 . ) (The last two are being done for the nineteenth edItIOn. 
Auxil iary "floating" tables were devised to enable syn­
thesis of n umbers wi thout class bias introduced by dl-

d vide-like instructions. (What had been called tables ha
l become 'schedules' by the e ighteenth edition, w hile t le 

speCial tables were now simply ' tables' . )  [n the seven-
th teenth edition appeared the area tables. In the eighteen
l edition tables for l i terature ' individual languages; racw , 

, , we� ethnic, and national groups; languages; an� persons 
n provIded. A new index that yielded more I11fonnatlO 

d was developed by Marie Henshaw, Custer's assistant, an 
by Custer himself. [t was not well received in t he seven

l�
_ 

teenth edition but was markedly improved  for the elg . , dern1-teent h  edition . Many smaller  improvements and mo 
zations of terms were also carried out. 
A f' . . d . ' was made s or I11 ternational use of the D OC ,  a eCISlon 
in the 1960's that w here possible the DOC would  rid 
i tsel f  of North American and other b iases and at the 

1 re . · w W ·  same time attempt to meet the needs of users every 
I [n order to ful fill this goal Forest Press, publisher of t �o DOC, commissioned Sarah Vann and Pauline Seely t� d a field survey of libraries in Asian , selected Afncan, an _ 

During the years of development of the DOC up to 1 9 5 1 ,  
the date of publication of the fifteenth edition ,  there 

Easte rn M editerranean countries. M any of the ideas sllg d 
gested to them were incorporated in the seventeenth an 
eighteenth editions. A t  the same time Forest Press com­
mitted itself to meeting the classification needs of l ibra­
ries in non-Engl ish-speaking countries by way of a tr;I�� 
lation program. Other than the Spanish Edition of 1 • �_ 

was a steady acceptance of the D OC in the United S tates 
and abroad. In general , during the first seventy-five years 
of its existence the DOC simply expanded upon its sec­
ond edition structure . New ed itions appeared w hen old 
ones had been sold out or there was enough new mater­
ial to j ustify bringing out a new edi tion. This l ine of 
development of the DOC reached its fullest expansion 
in 1 942 when the forteenth edition was publ ished. This 
edi tion, which was almost 2 ,000 crowded pages long, stil l 

1 4  

which was a translation o f  t he fifteenth edition , no tran 
lating of the ful l edition had been done in recent time 'l (This is not to overlook the F rench translation by pall 1 e 
Otlet, which was begun in 1 896 and which produced t 1 
Classification Decimale and let to the U DC.  These edI­
tions of course modified the DOC extensively in the , 

I ntern. C la ssificat .  3 ( 1 9 7 6 )  No. I . ' 0 ' ' IOPll1ent 
Comaroll1 l - D OC eve 
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process. Nor are the many adaptations and translations 
at a lower level of ful lness into other l anguages being 
�nored in this accoun t9.) Under the guidance of the 

oard of Governors of Forest Press (in particular  John 

Humphry of t he New York S tate Library) and direction 
of Richard Sealock executive director of the Press, 
making the DDC a�ai1able to non-English speaking users 
became an almost ful l -time occupation as the full French 
edition and the Hindi selective abridgement were pub­
hshed and the new Spanish edition developed 1 0

. 

international all iances were also made. The Decimal 
Classification Editorial Committee which has guided 
the development of the DOC since

'
shortly after Dewey's 

death, now includes a representative of the Library 
ASSociation of Great  Britain and, at the present, a mem­
ber from Canada. I n  application, coordinated practice 
has been achieved with t he B ritish National Bibhography, 
Canad ian National Library and Australian National 
Library. 

' 

By the mid- 1 970's the DOC had become the predomi­

�lant l ibrary classification in the world. In English-speak­
IIlg COUntries it is used by 85 percent of all libr�ries: 111 

Latin Ame rica by almost all of the newer l ibraries,
. 

111 

Africa by most l ibraries in those countries where l Ibra­
nes have been developed, and increasingly in those 
cO�ntries now developing l ibraries. In Asia and Europe 
It IS probably the most popular system, but h.omemade 
sYstems and the UDC are also used in many l ibraries 
there . 
The Contributions of Melvil Dewey to the advance­
ment of l ibrarianship are of course, many and varied. 
B�t non is so important a

'
s his contribution to the orga­

�1Z�tion ?f knowledge; the DOC has ma�e books a��d
i_ hel[ Subjects more accessible to generatIOnS of lIblar . 

ans and scholars. Through the efforts of De�ey and his 
sUccessors, the first ed i tion of the DOC, which waS some 
forty pages long and was designed to arrange the c�talog 
and Collection of the l ibrary of Am herst College, has 
grown into an opus several thousand pages in length 
d '  , II 'f of 
.eslgIled tor arranging the catalogs and co ec IOns 

hb . ranes throughout the world. 

Notes 

I ) Cf M aass 1 97 2  and 1 97 3 �» S
,
ec p. 1 0  of Dewey 1 876

, ' es much 
1 he discussion in t he following two paragraphs �w ' d t 
t ? ideas suggested to t he author by J o hn MetcaUe a n 0 

b�zo 130ttasso's book, esp. here p. 1 7 : - 207 
, York, Chat-

4) CJ Ca talogue of t he Apprent ices LibrdfY· Nc'h 
t , to 

tcrton and P,u'ker 1 874. There were severa l supplemc n � 

t l ' " j' t l  e supplements. 

5 
1e In it ia l  cata log. This item was one 0 1 ,  

) Sec Harris 1 870 �) Cf Lcidecker 1 945 a nd Graziano 1 9 59 
) Sec Dewey 1 88 5 ,  p. 46 

8) I b id p 32 
9) 

, . 
, I DOC into 

f'ro m  t he t i me of Otlet's rcqucst to transla te t Ie 'd I 
F 

. 
I t ' s  of t he a bn ge( 

, rellch t here have been many Ira ns a 10 11. , .. ' , ' 1 
ed it ions. There have been rat her drastic modlj lca tlon�, SUC I 
'1 ' t l . . 

' 
' b t most tra ns l,lt lons 

, s  Ie N ippo n  Decimal C lassif Icatlon, u '" I , t  
have remai ned close to the structure of t he ongl l1a sys e�n. 

S ' I " ' " " I to suggest the m.t ny 
e ected tra nsla tions arc  CIted hel e on y , 

tra nsla tion s  of t he DOC that do exist. 

h t ' DOC Development 
1 ern. Classifical. 3 ( 1 9 76) No. I Comaroml -

Recent translations: Arnesen, Arne. K lass ifikasjon etter 
Melvil Deweys S ystem. 3. Okte og Reviderte Utgave. Oslo, 

A. s. S pesia i trykk, 1 9 69. Dewey Decima l Classification a n d  

Rela t ivc I ndex. Deviscd by Melv i l  Dewey. I ran ia n  languages 

expanded by Cataloging Department, Telu'an 1300k Process­

ing Centre. Te hran ,  I ra n, I nst itute for Research a nd P lann ing 

in S cience and Education, 1 9 7 1 .  

Dewey Classificat ion and R ela tive I ndex. Devised b y  M e lv i l  

Dewey. S ta ndard ( 1 5t h )  E d it ion Revised. Project for t he 

I mprove'men t of Teacher Tra ining, George Pea body College 

for Teachers, Seoul, Korea, 1 9 59. Dewey Onlu Tasnif ve 

Relatif Endeks. Tertipleyen M e lvi l  Dewey. S ta ndart 1 5. 

Basim. I stan bul, M il l i  Egit im l3asimevi, 1 962. l3ibl iografia 

Nazionale I t a tiana ; S chema d i  Classificazione. Firenze, 

1 970. S istem Pengkelasan Perpulohan Dewey (Rengkas). 

Di-susun o le h  Abdul  Rashid l3in I sma il. K ua la Lumpur, 

Makta b Perguruan Bahasa, 1 966. Flokku narkerfi; fyrir 

islenzk bokasofll. Pytt  og S tadfaert eftir Dewey Decimal 

Classifica tion. Reykjavik, Bokafu l l trui  R ikisins, 1 970. 

Phuong Pimp Tong Ke va Phan Loai Sach voi l3ang Phan­

Loai Thap-Phan Viet-Naill. Cua Richard K. Gardner. Sa igon, 

Hoi Asia F oundat ion, 1 966. 
Older Tra nsla tions: Fauteux, Aegidius. Cla ssification des 

Livres;  Plan S ystematique en u sage it la 13 ib l iot hcque de 

Montreal. Montreal, 1 952.  Caetano Dias, Antoni. Com­

pendio de classifica�ao decima l e indice a lfabetico. R io dc 

J a neiro, 1 94 3. Kwei, J o hn Chih-Ber. Dewe y's Decima l Clas­

s ification and Rela t ive I ndex for Chinese Libraries. Tsi nau, 

1 925.  
1 0) Cf Dewey 1 974 . 
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