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EDITORIAL: SPECIAL ISSUE ,,THE RIGHT TO
INFORMATION*

This journal special issue results from the collaboration of a diverse group of scholars inter-
ested in access to information and comparative law. All contributors have been researching
the right of access to official information in specific legal orders for some time. This special
issue now combines their perspectives into a comparative panorama that ranges from
Brazil, India, South Africa and Cameroon to the United States and Europe and reaches even
further to international human rights law and international institutions.

What emerges from this panorama is a right that has rapidly gained global recognition
and importance in national legislation, constitutions and international law since the 1990s,
as new waves of democratization, the rise of the administrative state and the information
society have transformed informational relationships between citizens and the state. While
this transformation has occurred globally, it seems that recognition of a fundamental right
to state-held information in constitutional law and international law has been particularly
pronounced in the Global South. From there, it has spread across the North-South divide
that traditionally characterized much of comparative law scholarship. This makes the right
to information not only an important object of study in its own right, but also an important
field of research for the discipline of comparative law that seeks to globalize its horizon be-
yond Europe and North America.

Comparing a complex right like access to information across vastly differing jurisdic-
tions and levels of governance requires a mix of methods that combines doctrinal analysis,
theoretical reflection and empirical approaches. The authors in this special issue use a vari-
ety of these methods, including interpretation of legal provisions, systematization of case
law and theories of rights as well as qualitative interviews, ethnographic observation and
statistical data. Besides, this comparative endeavor was complemented by a process of col-
laboration among the authors, starting with a thematic concept note and unfolding in sever-
al rounds of mutual comments on the draft manuscripts over a one-year period. We hope to
convey some of the insights gained in this lengthy but rewarding collaboration process to
our readers in this special issue.

Berlin, December 2017
Michael Riegner
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