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Les Amitiés Franco-Burkinabe : Traditions et mo-
dernité au Burkina-Faso. Paris: L’Harmattan, 2007.
223 pp. ISBN 978-2-296-04530-9. Prix : € 22.50

Les auteurs, membres de 1’association “Les Ami-
tiés Franco-Burkinabe”, prennent soin d’avertir leurs
lecteurs que leur ouvrage n’est “ni savant, ni ethno-
logique”, et ils expriment 1’espoir que les spécialistes,
ethnologues entre autres, “auront ‘pardonné’ ... les
approximations qu’ils n’ont pas manqué de repérer”
(220). Nous voila prévenus. Le but assigné au livre
est de présenter le Burkina Faso d’une maniere simple,
concrete et vivante, en mettant 1’accent d’une part sur
les “survivances du passé” (ethnies et langues — pres
d’une cinquantaine —, coutumes, croyances, organisa-
tion socio-politique, “fagons d’étre et de penser”), et
d’autre part sur “les nouvelles données du modernisme”
(décolonisation, émergence d’une nation, scolarisation,
évangélisation, économie happée par la mondialisation,
hauts et bas de la démocratie, émigration massive, chan-
gements négatifs de mentalité dus a I’individualisme,
a D’affairisme et a la corruption). Le texte est consti-
tué d’abord de bréves mais substantielles notices de
fond (p. ex. “la religion ancestrale”, “I’islam”, “la no-
tion d’ethnie”, “I’agriculture”, “la pauvreté”), ensuite
de points de vue plus personnels et de témoignages,
enfin de multiples petits extraits de livres et de jour-
naux soigneusement datés, avec un constant souci de
refléter la pluralité des regards et des opinions. Une
annexe replace I’histoire du Burkina Faso dans celle
de I’Afrique subsaharienne, et une autre retrace son
évolution politique depuis 1’indépendance. Ce livre sans
prétentions, bien présenté et rédigé avec empathie, fait
alterner regards portés de I’extérieur et perceptions de
Iintérieur. Il sera certainement utile a tous ceux qui
aborderont pour la premiere fois ce pays qui étonnera
toujours par la diversité et la richesse de ses cultures.

Pierre Erny

Barry, Laurent : La parenté. Paris : Editions Galli-
mard, 2008. 863 pp. ISBN 978-2-07-034857-2. (Collec-
tion folio essais, 498) Prix : € 11.50

This is an original and important book whose aim
is to “rethink” the current theories of kinship and
marriage. The author has done fieldwork among the
nomadic Fulani of the Ngaoundéré plateau (Cameroun)
who practice what is commonly known as the Arab
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marriage. The author starts his book by making a
complete and detailed history of the different theories of
kinship and marriage up to now. The author starts his
own theory by arranging kinship and marriage upon four
principles (principes): 1. the cognatic principle; 2. the
parallel principle; 3. the uterine principle; 4. the agnatic
principle.

The uterine kinship principle is analysed first and it
will make many readers blink since it is represented here
among people having a heavy patrilineal connotation,
the Fulbe among whom the author stayed a long time
and who preferentially practice the Arab marriage of
a man with his FBD. He argues that it is a simple
consequence of avoiding marriage with any uterine kin
which is the main prohibition.

The cognatic system forbids symmetrically the mar-
riage with kin of both of the two married people. The
cognatic systems include our society and in general all
complex systems. But the system can forbid all kinds of
parents or restrict the prohibitions but it does it always
symmetrically. Barry treats in great details the evolution
of our own system through history because we have a
long series of written documents which permits such a
development.

The principle of parallel kinship is well-known. It
forbids all marriage with parallel kin but favors the mar-
riage of one or the other sorts of cross-cousins. These
are the elementary structures of kinship. The author
examines some examples from India, the Mukkuvar, and
some New Guinea peoples, the Maring among others,
and the African case of the Ashanti.

The principle of agnatic kinship is rare but we
have two well-analysed cases, the Lakher and the Han.
It forbids the marriage with all agnates, a possibility
of marrying cross-parents and sexual or matrimonial
preference for strict uterine parents. This system is
never named nor listed in all theories of kinship and
marriage.

This is a brilliant book but not so easy to read
because of the rich and dense argumentation but it is
an exciting reading. Jean-Claude Muller

Bergunder, Michael: The South Indian Pentecostal
Movement in the Twentieth Century. Grand Rapids:
William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 2008.
380 pp. ISBN 978-0-8028-2734-0. Price: $40.00
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